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DIVISION OF CIVIC AND
CULTURAL STUDIES

Jeffrey Bellantoni, M.F.A.
Division Chairperson
Program Director for Computer Arts and Design
Course Coordinator for Art

Paul Steinman, M.A.
Program Director for Music Industry and Technology
Course Coordinator for Music

Manuel Santapau, M.A.
Program Director for History
Course Coordinator for Philosophy, for Political Science, and for Religion

The Division offers major concentrations in:
Computer Arts and Design (B.F.A.)
History (B.A., B.S.)
Music Industry and Technology (A.A.S., B.S.)

The Division offers courses in Art, Music, Philosophy, Political Science,
and Religion.



138  /  Division of Civic and Cultural Studies

MAJOR CONCENTRATION

COMPUTER ARTS + DESIGN

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
General Education Requirements .................................. 33 credits
Junior Seminar .................................................................... 3 credits

                                                                                               36 credits
Major Concentration*
Computer Arts + Design ................................................. 78 credits
Open Electives ..................................................................... 6 credits

Total ................................................................................. 120 credits

Students who choose the Major Concentration in Computer Arts + Design
must complete:

GENERAL EDUCATION COURSES
ENGL 111 Written English & Literary

Studies I
ENGL 112 Written English & Literary

Studies II
SPCM 110 Oral Communication
MUSI 107 Music Appreciation

Select ONE Math course from the following:
MATH 115 Mathematics for the Liberal Arts
MATH 116 College Algebra

Select ONE courses from the following:
HIST 101 European History to 1500
HIST 102 European History since 1500
HIST 105 American History through 1877
HIST 106 American History since 1877
HIST 117 Introduction to Asian History
HIST 118 Introduction to African History
HIST 119 Introduction to Latin American

History

Select TWO courses from the following:
ECON 115 Economy, Jobs and You
POLS 101 Political Power in America
PSYN 101 Introduction to Psychology
SOCL 101 Introduction to Sociology

Select ONE course from the following:
PHIL 110 Introduction to Philosophy
PHIL 112 Logical Thinking
RELG 109 Introduction to Religion
RELG 111 Judaism, Christianity, Islam
RELG 112 Far Eastern Religions

Select ONE course from the following:
FREN 115 Beginning French for

Communication
FREN 116 Communicating in French
ITAL 115 Beginning Italian for

Communication
ITAL 116 Communicating in Italian
SPAN 115 Beginning Spanish for

Communication
SPAN 116 Communicating in Spanish

Select ONE course from the following:
CHEM 110 Introduction to Chemistry
PHYS  110 Introduction to Physics
PHSC 110 Introduction to Geology
PHSC 111 Introduction to Astronomy
BIOL 110 Introduction to Human

Biology
BIOL 111 Introduction to Human

Genetics
BIOL 112 Introduction to

Environmental Science
BIOL 113 Evolution
BIOL 116 Plants and People
BIOL 117 Nutrition

FOUNDATION REQUIREMENTS
(6 CREDITS)
CART 110 Foundation: Drawing +

Design
CART 120 Foundation: Digital Theory +

Skills
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MAJOR REQUIREMENTS (39 CREDITS)
CART 200 Drawing I
CART 214 Drawing II
CART/ARTT 215  History of Art I
CART/ARTT 216  History of Art II
CART 225 Design + Color
CART 231 Visual Thinking I
CART 240 Sequence, Time + Space
CART 300 Drawing III
CART 315 Issues in Computer Arts:

Animation
CART 316 Issues in Computer Arts: Design
CART 495 Senior Studio
CART 496 Senior Project

MAJOR ELECTIVES (33 CREDITS)
Select ELEVEN courses from the following:
CART 232 Visual Thinking II
CART 250 Modeling for Digital Animation I
CART 255 Modeling for Digital Animation II
CART 320 Kinetic Imagery I
CART 325 Kinetic Imagery II
CART 330 Color + Paint
CART 335 Visual Storytelling
CART 340 Digital Animation I
CART 345 Digital Animation II
CART 440 Digital Animation III
CART 350 Digital Media + Interaction

Design I
CART 355 Digital Media + Interaction

Design II

CART 450 Digital Media + Interaction
Design III

CART 360 Game Design I
CART 365 Game Design II
CART 460 Game Design III
CART 370 Graphic Design I
CART 375 Graphic Design II
CART 470 Graphic Design III
CART 395 Special Topics in Computer Arts
CART 399 Internship in Computer Arts
CART 425 Animation Techniques
CART/MEDA 258 Fundamentals of

Writing for Film and Television
CART/MEDA 262 Introduction to Acting

OPEN ELECTIVES (6 CREDITS)
Open electives may be fulfilled with
approved transfer credits from another
institution or courses from any other Mercy
College program. It is highly recommended
that majors take courses in the cognate
programs of Media Studies, Music Industry
and Technology, and Computer Information
Systems.

In addition, these two CART courses count
as Open Electives for Computer Arts and
Design majors:
CART/CISC 219  Web Design I
CART/CISC 259  Web Design II

REQUIREMENTS
In order to be admitted into the Computer Arts major, students must:
• Place at the Math 115/116 level or complete Math 105
• Submit an essay and portfolio of work to be reviewed by the Portfolio Review

Admission Committee

Contact the program for information and procedures for the portfolio review. Students
who are not prepared to submit a portfolio may enroll in CART 110 and 120 with
permission of the Chair. Work from these courses may be used to complete the portfolio
review. Students will not be allowed to take additional CART courses until the portfolio
review has been satisfactorily completed.

Students must maintain an overall GPA of 2.33 (C+) in core Major courses. If the GPA in
the major is less than 2.33 the student will be subject to a formal assessment of his/her
aptitude for the subject matter and standing in the program and may be dismissed from
the major.

There is an 21-credit residency requirement in the major concentration of Computer Arts
and Design.
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Recommended Curriculum Schedule for the Computer Arts +
Design Major *

FIRST YEAR

Fall semester
General Education ......................... 9 credits
CART 110 ........................................ 3 credits
CART 120 ........................................ 3 credits

Total 15 credits

Spring semester
General Education ......................... 9 credits
CART 200 ........................................ 3 credits
CART 225 ........................................ 3 credits

Total 15 credits

SECOND YEAR

Fall semester
CART 214 ........................................ 3 credits
CART/ARTT 215 ........................... 3 credits
CART 231 ........................................ 3 credits
CART 240 ........................................ 3 credits
CART 245 ........................................ 3 credits

Total 15 credits

Spring semester
CART/ARTT 216 ........................... 3 credits
CART 300 ........................................ 3 credits
CART 315 or 316 ............................ 3 credits
CART Electives .............................. 6 credits

Total 15 credits

THIRD YEAR

Fall semester
Open Elective ................................. 3 credits
CART 316 or 315 ............................ 3 credits
CART Electives .............................. 9 credits

Total 15 credits

Spring semester
General Education ......................... 6 credits
CART Electives .............................. 9 credits

Total 15 credits

FOURTH YEAR

Fall semester
General Education ......................... 6 credits
CART 495 ........................................ 3 credits
CART Electives .............................. 6 credits

Total 15 credits

Spring semester
General Education ......................... 6 credits
Open Elective ................................. 3 credits
CART 496 ........................................ 3 credits
CART Electives .............................. 3 credits

Total 15 credits

* Computer Arts Majors should carefully select their Open and Major Electives
under the advisement of the faculty advisors. The Computer + Design program
has identified “zones” of creative activity to help students map the territory of
their creative interests in the field by making visible relationships between
courses offered in the major and across campus. While the proposed zones are
intended to help students identify courses relevant to their interests, they do NOT
represent required sequences of courses and students are not limited to taking
courses from within a single zone. Rather, the zones are intended to help students
see potential connections between areas of computer arts and design expertise as
it relates to their own interests and the Computer Arts + Design major. The
recommended curriculum schedule for these zones can be found in the program
literature and website.
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Zone 1: Technology + Design and Communication
Study in this zone would be intended primarily to serve students interested in
design and the communication arts, including motion graphic design, typogra-
phy, digital photography and image-making, and web design.

Zone 2: Technology + Interactivity and Information | Gaming
Study in this zone would be intended primarily to serve students interested in the
design of interactive experiences, including web design, interface design, and
game design.

Zone 3: Technology + Animation and Visual Narrative
Study in this zone would be intended primarily to serve students interested in
digital animation and other forms of visual storytelling.
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Major Concentration

HISTORY

BACHELOR OF ARTS
General Liberal Arts and Sciences
General Education

Requirements ............................. 48 credits
Junior Seminar ................................. 3 credits
Liberal Arts and Sciences

 Electives ....................................... 9 credits
Major Concentration
History ............................................. 30 credits
Open Electives ................................ 30 credits

Total .............................................. 120 credits

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
General Liberal Arts and Sciences
General Education

Requirements .............................. 48 credits
Junior Seminar ................................. 3 credits
Major Concentration
History ............................................. 30 credits
Open Electives ................................ 39 credits

Total ............................................. 120 credits

Students who Choose the Major Concentration in History Must Complete: Ten
(10) major courses numbered 230 and above which must include at least two (2)
major courses designated as American History; two (2) major courses designated
as European History; and two (2) major courses designated as African, Asian, and
Latin-American History.   In addition, students take two (2) courses of their
choice, from either the above categories or the Major Electives category.  The final
two (2) courses are required and are taken during the student’s senior year.  The
first one,  HIST 320 Historiography and Historical Method, is offered only in the
Fall Semester.  The second one, HIST 495 Senior Seminar in History, is offered
only in the Spring Semester.   Students entering the major are advised to work
closely with the Program Director for History in selecting courses each semester
to ensure that they on track for completion of the degree.

AMERICAN HISTORY
(choose at least 2)
HIST/ENGL 239  American Studies I
HIST/ENGL 253  The Black Atlantic: Literature/History
HIST 322  America in the Gilded Age and the Progressive Era: 1877 - 1920
HIST 324  History of the United States Since 1941
HIST 344  Slavery and the Civil War
HIST 351  African-American History
HIST 355  American Cultural and Intellectual History
HIST 358  History of Women
HIST/POLS 365  The American Presidency
HIST/POLS 367  American Foreign Policy
HIST 379  History of the Family in America

AFRICAN, ASIAN, AND LATIN-AMERICAN HISTORY
(chose at least 2)
HIST 332  China in History: From Antiquity to the Present
HIST 333  Asia in Revolution
HIST 336  Africa: Colonialism and Independence
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EUROPEAN HISTORY
(choose at least 2)
HIST 301  The World of Antiquity
HIST 304  Medieval Culture and Society
HIST 307  Early Modern Europe
HIST 308  Europe from the French Revolution to the Great War
HIST 309  Europe in Upheaval: 1914 to the Present
HIST 310   The History of Central Europe

MAJOR ELECTIVES
(no more than 2 can be chosen)
HIST 295  Topics in History: History of the World
HIST 295 Topics in History: History of the Jewish People from Antiquity to the Present
HIST 356  Women Radicals and Reformers
HIST 357  Women Rulers and Heads of State

TOPICS COURSES (HIST 295)
Topics courses are offered on occasion in special areas.   Some examples are indicated
above.  Topics courses can be in any of the four previous categories, and can be used to
fulfill the requirements in those categories.

REQUIRED
HIST 320  Historiography and Historical Method
HIST 495  Senior Seminar in History

There is a 15-credit residency requirement in the major concentration of History.
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FIRST YEAR

Fall Semester
English 109, 110, or 111 ................. 3 credits
POLS 101 ......................................... 3 credits
General Education: History .........  3 credits
General Education ........................  6 credits

Total 15 credits

Spring Semester
English 110, 111, or 112 ................. 3 credits
MATH 105, 115, or 116 .................. 3 credits
SPEECH 110 ................................... 3 credits
General Education: History .........  3 credits
General Education ........................  3 credits

Total 15 credits

SECOND YEAR

Fall Semester
English 111 or 112 .......................... 3 credits
MATH 115 or 116 ........................... 3 credits
History Major Course ..................  3 credits
General Education ........................  6 credits

Total 15 credits

Spring Semester
ENGL 112 ........................................ 3 credits
History Major Course ................... 6 credits
General Education ......................... 6 credits

Total 15 credits

THIRD YEAR

Fall Semester
Junior Seminar ............................... 3 credits
History Major Courses .................. 6 credits
General Education

And/Or
Liberal Arts and Sciences
     And/Or
Open Electives ................................ 6 credits

Total 15 credits

Spring Semester
History Major Course ................... 6 credits
General Education

And/Or
Liberal Arts and Sciences
     And/Or
Open Electives ............................... 9 credits

Total 15 credits

FOURTH YEAR

Fall Semester
Historiography & Historical

Method ...................................... 3 credits
HistoryMajor Course .................... 3 credits
Liberal Arts and Sciences

Or
Open Electives ............................... 9 credits

Total 15 credits

Spring Semester
Senior Seminar in History ............ 3 credits
Liberal Arts and Sciences

Or
Open Electives .............................. 12 credits

Total 15 credits

Recommended Curriculum Schedule For The History Major
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MUSIC INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY

Mercy College offers both a Bachelors of Science and an Associates Degree in Music
Industry and Technology.

These programs are offered exclusively at the White Plains campus in dedicated
recording studios and production facilities within the larger integrated Center for
Digital Arts. The program is designed to prepare students for a successful career in
the Music Industry with an emphasis on Music Production, Recording Engineering,
Music Business and other industries that require skilled audio professionals. Through
a “Hands On” project oriented curriculum, students develop practical production
and technical skills while acquiring the essential theoretical foundation needed to
adapt to future technologies. Students are encouraged to take available courses in
related media technologies such as web design, game development, digital anima-
tion, and post production within the Center for Digital Arts with the intention of
expanding career opportunities.
Elective courses in music performance are available to music technology majors
through the Music Conservatory of Westchester, which is within walking distance,
and included within the Mercy college full-time flat tuition.

Admission Requirements:
Students must apply directly to the Music Industry and Technology Program.
Admission policies and procedures are available through the program or at the
website www.mercy.edu./cda/

The Music Industry and Technology program admits a limited amount of students
each academic year. Students should submit an application and support materials
before May 1 for acceptance into the next academic year which begins in the fall.
Official notification of admission is made by June 1 (earlier if requested). Applica-
tions received after May 1 will be considered only if space remains. Students must
be formally accepted and receive an acceptance letter from the director prior to
declaring the major and/or enrolling in any major courses.

General Requirements:
• Students must take a Music theory placement exam.  Students may be required to

complete the rudimentary Elements of Music (MUSI 101).

• Students should complete MUSI 101, MUSI 107, CISC/MATH 120, and MATH
115 in their freshman year.

• Students must pass a department proficiency exam and achieve an overall GPA
of 2.5 in core Major courses prior to graduation.  Students that do not satisfy these
requirements may be required to complete additional course work under advise-
ment by the Program Director.
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Major Concentration

MUSIC INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
General Liberal Arts & Sciences
General Education Requirements .................................. 48 credits
Junior Seminar .................................................................... 3 credits

Major Concentration *
Music Industry and Technology and
Related Courses ................................................................ 60 credits
Open Electives ..................................................................... 9 credits

  Total ............................................................................... 120 credits

Students Who Choose the Major Concentration in Music Industry and
Technology Must Complete:

MUSIC REQUIREMENTS (9 credits):
MUSI 103 Theory and Musicianship I
MUSI 104 Theory and Musicianship II
MUSC 201 Theory and Musicianship III

MUSIC INDUSTRY AND
TECHNOLOGY (33 Credits):
MTEC 100 Music Business I
MTEC 200 Music Business II
MTEC 101 Audio Production I
MTEC 201 Audio Production II
MTEC 110 MIDI Systems I
MTEC 210 MIDI Systems II
MTEC 301  Digital Audio Systems I
MTEC 302 Digital Audio Systems II
MTEC 220 Recording Studio Workshop I
MTEC 320 Recording Studio Workshop II
MTEC 335 Survey of Production Styles

MAJOR ELECTIVES (18 credits):
Select six courses from the following:
MTEC 225 Sound Reinforcement
MTEC 230 Audio Systems Design &

Installation
MTEC 295 Topics in Music Technology
MTEC 310 Advanced Computer

Applications and MIDI
MTEC 315 Electronic Music Synthesis
MTEC 325 Audio for Video
MTEC 330 Recording Studio Production

Techniques
MTEC 340 Techniques of Underscoring
MTEC 397 Independent Study in Music

Industry and Technology
MTEC 399 Internship in Music Industry and

Technology

Some courses in Music, Computers, Business and
Radio & Television may be substituted under
advisement.

* There is a 21 credit residency requirement in the major concentration of Music Industry and Technology.

• Students must apply directly to the Music Industry and Technology program.

• Students must be formally accepted and receive an acceptance letter from the director prior  to declaring the
major and/or enrolling in any major courses.  (Admission policies and procedures are available through the
department)

• Students should complete MUSI 107, MUSI  101, CISC 120 and MATH 115  their freshman year.

• Students must pass a department proficiency exam and achieve an overall GPA of 2.5 in core Major courses
prior to graduation.  Students that do not satisfy these requirements may be required to complete additional
course work under advisement by the Program Director.
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Recommended Curriculum Schedule For The Music Industry
And Technology Major

FIRST YEAR

Fall Semester
Theory & Musicianship I .............. 3 credits
Music Appreciation ....................... 3 credits
English 111 ...................................... 3 credits
Math 115 .......................................... 3 credits
General Education ......................... 3 credits

Total 15 credits

Spring Semester
Theory & Musicianship II ............. 3 credits
English 112 ...................................... 3 credits
Introduction to Computers and

Application Software ............... 3 credits
General Education ......................... 6 credits

Total 15 credits

SECOND YEAR

Fall Semester
Audio Production I ........................ 3 credits
MIDI Systems I ............................... 3 credits
Theory and Musicianship III ........ 3 credits
Music Business I ............................ 3 credits
General Education ......................... 3 credits

Total 15 credits

Spring Semester
Audio Production II ...................... 3 credits
MIDI Systems II ............................. 3 credits
Music Business II ........................... 3 credits
General Education ......................... 6 credits

Total 15 credits

THIRD YEAR

Fall Semester
Recording Studio Workshop I ....  3 credits
Digital Audio Systems I ................ 3 credits
Major Elective ................................. 3 credits
Junior Seminar ............................... 3 credits
General Education ......................... 3 credits

Total 15 credits

Spring Semester
Recording Studio Workshop II ...  3 credits
Digital Audio Systems II .............  3 credits
Survey of Production Styles ......... 3 credits
General Education ......................... 6 credits

Total 15 credits

FOURTH YEAR

Fall Semester
Major Electives ............................... 9 credits
Open Electives ................................ 3 credits
General Education ......................... 3 credits

Total 15 credits

 Spring Semester
Major Electives ............................... 9 credits
Open Electives ................................ 3 credits
General Education ......................... 3 credits

Total 15 credits




