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Clinical Doctorate in Occupational Therapy (OTD) Program 
Curriculum:
· 85 credits post bachelor degree (masters degree is not required)
· 2 full-time Level II immersive fieldworks- 12 weeks each
· 1 full- time 14-week Capstone Fieldwork

Format:
· Trimester format
· Hybrid offerings
· Completed in 3 years post bachelor degree
· BS degree can be in any field
· One admission cycle per year
· Cohort model









Application Requirements 

· Applications for Fall of 2026 will be accepted from January 1- March 1 of 2026 for fall of 2026 start.
· All applications must be in a complete status no later than 11:59pm ET on March 1, 2026. This includes official transcripts from all colleges/universities attended, 2 letters of reference and a writing sample. Any missing application documents as of March 15 will be considered late and will not be reviewed unless a seat becomes available at a later date.
· Applicants must have an earned bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution prior to starting the OTD Program in the fall 2026
· All prerequisites must be passed with a B- in A and P I and II and a  C  or higher in remaining prerequisites and should be completed prior to the application deadline. Required Prerequisite courses are:
· Anatomy and Physiology I (4 credits, with lab)
· Anatomy and Physiology II (4 credits, with lab)
· Lifespan Developmental Psychology (3 credits; must cover birth through death)
· Abnormal Psychology (3 credits)
· Sociology or Anthropology (3 credits)
· Statistics course (3 credits; 200 level or higher) 

How to Apply: 

All candidates for the Entry-Level Clinical Doctorate in Occupational Therapy Program must first be admitted into Mercy University. General information regarding eligibility for the Entry-Level Clinical Doctorate Degree Program is available online from the Admissions Office, or the Occupational Therapy Program Office at the Dobbs Ferry Campus. Prospective students must complete the Graduate Application for admissions to Mercy University available online and must indicate Occupational Therapy as their area of interest. Application window will open from January 1- March 1, 2026 for fall 2026 start. Contact: OTProgram@mercy.edu
FAQ:

1. Can a student still apply and be admitted to the MS program?
No, the MS program admitted its last class which will start in fall of 2025

 2. Does the new OTD program require more credits to complete than the MS in OT Program?
No, the new OTD requires one less credit than the MS in OT Program when the 26 credits of Mercy Specific Prerequisite credits are factored in.  When factoring the Special Matriculate year the New OTD program is one term shorter than the MS program.

3.  How long will the new OTD program take to complete?
The new OTD can be completed in 3 years which includes 9 trimesters over 3 years which is now 1 trimester shorter than our previous curriculum.

4.  Will I be able to sit for the NBCOT exam on completion of the program?
Yes, after completion of the OTD program, students are eligible to sit for the NBCOT exam.

5. Is the new OTD an entry level degree or a post-professional degree?
The New OTD is an entry level doctoral degree.

6. Is the program still using a weekend format?
Yes, the program will be using a weekend format as well as a hybrid model with synchronous and asynchronous learning. Students will come to campus every other weekend for hands on learning experiences. 

Please note, the final 2 fieldwork placements and the 14-week doctoral capstone placement are full-time, in person placements typically taking place on a Mon-Fri, 9-5 schedule. Students will need to make arrangements to be available in their 3rd year for these full-time placements.  Students also need to be aware that even though this is a primarily weekend program, there are obligations to participate in events or clinical experiences that happen during the week. Students will be given ample notice to accommodate work and personal schedules. 

Doctoral DEGREE LEVEL OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM (Applicant Program)
The entry-level occupational therapy doctoral degree program has applied for accreditation by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) of the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA), located at 7501 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 510E, Bethesda, MD 20814. ACOTE’s telephone number c/o AOTA is (301) 652-AOTA and its web address is www.acoteonline.org. The program must be granted Candidacy Status, have a preaccreditation review, complete an on-site evaluation, and be granted Accreditation Status before its graduates will be eligible to sit for the national certification examination for the occupational therapist administered by the National Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT). After successful completion of this exam, the individual will be an Occupational Therapist, Registered (OTR). In addition, all states require licensure to practice; however, state licenses are usually based on the results of the NBCOT Certification Examination. Note that a felony conviction may affect a graduate’s ability to sit for the NBCOT certification examination or attain state licensure.
The Masters in Occupational Therapy Program has admitted its final cohort, starting Fall 2025. The Doctoral Program will begin in Fall 2026 and the Program anticipates opening an admission cycle for a seat in the Entry-Level Doctoral program in Spring of 2026 for Fall of 2026 start.
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