FACULTY SENATE MICRO-GRANT GUIDELINES

Spring 2026

The aim of the Faculty Senate Micro-Grant Program is to provide support for faculty members to enrich the student experience by increasing faculty–student social interaction outside the classroom. We encourage you to develop innovative project ideas to enhance students’ learning experience and to create a sense of community. In the spirit of the Micro-Grant Program, group project ideas, especially interdisciplinary ones, are welcome. 

Grant awards may not exceed $1500 per faculty member per academic year. Projects that impact a considerable number of students and newly developed projects will be given priority. We recommend that projects requiring continuous funding explore alternate funding sources. 

Proposal Criteria
Proposals should focus on experiential activities, such as:
· Innovative projects that enhance faculty–student social interaction outside the classroom
· Field trips, cultural events, and visits to historical sites
· Projects that are not currently funded by other sources

Proposed activities should:
· Have a significant impact on students’ learning experiences
· Expose students to extra-curricular and co-curricular opportunities not already provided and funded by the College—by the Provost’s Office or School budgets, for example
· Provide inclusive opportunities to a wide range of students
· End by May 31

Eligibility
[bookmark: _Hlk120775769]All core faculty and visiting professors are eligible to apply for one individual micro-grant, and/or to jointly apply with up to two other applicants for a collaborative micro-grant. The total of any individual grant and the pro-rata portions of any joint grants may not exceed the $1,500 limit for any individual faculty member in any academic year. Adjunct faculty can apply in collaboration with one or more full-time faculty. Only full-time faculty are eligible to receive grant funds, which may not exceed the $1,500 limit for any individual faculty member in any academic year.

Proposal Guidelines
Applicants should complete the online Faculty Senate Micro-Grant Proposal Form that accompanies the call for proposals. The form includes:

1. Applicant Information
2. Project Information
3. Award and Budget Information
4. Demographic Information
5. Timeline and Assessment Information

Budget
List all anticipated expenses with a justification for each item. If you are proposing travel or conference attendance for students, please ensure that these costs are not covered by another funding source. Priority will be given to projects that maximize student participation and minimize the cost per student.

The following expenditures (among others) may be included in the budget request:

· Travel costs
· Registration and admission fees for museums, cultural performances, other activities and events
· Materials necessary for project activities
· Reasonable food and beverage costs related to the activity

Funds may not be used for faculty stipends or for honoraria for full-time faculty members. The recommended rate for speaker honoraria is $100-$200. Applicants should include a rationale for proposed honoraria.

NOTE: If project costs are less than the approved amount, funds cannot be redirected for another purpose, such as a second micro grant. Any change to an approved budget is at the sole discretion of the Senate Grants Committee. Projects that take place before the submission deadline are not eligible for funding.

Submission Procedure
Completed applications must be submitted by full-time faculty via the online application (please see MS Forms hyperlink in e-mail) form by the deadline. 
The deadline for the Spring 2026 semester is February 28th, 2026.

Funding Decisions
All micro-grant applications will be reviewed by the Senate Grants Committee, and a report will be submitted to Faculty Senate for consideration. Applicants will be notified of the outcome by the Grants Committee.

Reimbursement
All receipts for reimbursement should be submitted to Accounts Payable within 30 days of completing the project, and all receipts must be received no later than May 31st , 2026

Reporting Requirements
All grant recipients are required to submit a brief report of their project via the online reporting form by May 31, 2026. The report should:

· Describe the activity 
· Explain how it built community and fostered faculty–student social interaction
· List the participants and their CWIDs
· Provide a detailed list of expenses
· Assess the success of the activity
· Include photographs/videos/presentations/student feedback

For Further Information
Please contact Senate Grants Committee Chair Salil Akhtar at sakhtar@mercy.edu

